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«5 The remaining Sermons of This Le&ure will be Preach- 
ed the firſt Monday of June at St. Mary-le-Bow, the firſt Mon 
day in September at St. Martins in the Fields, and ſoby turns at 


thoſe two Churches, the firſt Mondays of Ofober, November, 


December, for this preſent Year. 
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ACTS XVII. 27. 


That they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if haply they 
might feel after him, and find him : though he 
be not far from every one of us ; for in him we 
Live, and Move, and have our Being. 


Heſe words are a part of that Diſ- 
| courſe which St. Paul had at 4- 
thens, He had not been long in 
that inquiſitive and pragmatical 
City, but we find him encountred by the Epi- xg. 11. 1s. 
cureans and Stoicks, two ſorts of people that 
were very 1lI qualified for the Chriſtian Faith: 
the one by reaſon of their Carnal Aﬀecti- 
ons, either believing no God at all, or that 
he was like unto themſelves, diffoly'd in * La- 4%» 
zineſs and Eaſe; the other through their 
Spiritual Pride preſuming to declare, thac ——_—_— 
f a Wiſe Man of their Se& was equal, and zie.1. :. 
in ſome caſes ſuperiour to the Majeſty of 5:1c+ 345; 
God himſelf. Theſe men corrupted through Sv 
Philoſophy and vain deceit, took our Apoſtle and 75% 
carried him unto Areopagus, v. 19.a place in the 53 5#aiguc 


quo ſapiens 


City, whither was the greateſt reſort of Tra- a1: + 


wn: ille na- 


vellers and Strangers, of the grayclt Citizens tn inci, 
A 2- and 1p! 
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vp, 20, 


[ ucjanus #1 


and Magiſtrates, of their Orators and Philo- 
ſophers; to give an account of himſelt and 
the new Doctrine that he ſpoke of : or, ſay 
they, thou bringeſt ſlrange things to our ears ; 
we would know therefore what theſe things mean. 
The Apoſtle, who was to ſpeak to ſuch a pro- 


*miſcuous Aſſembly, has. with moſt admirable 


Prudence and Art fo accommodated his Diſ- 
courſe, that every branch and member of it 
is directly oppoſed to a known Error and Pre- 
judice of ſome Party of his Hearers. I will beg 
leave to be the more prolix 1n explaining the 
whole; becauſe it will be a ground and 1n- 
troduction not vnly to this preſent, but ſome 
other ſubſequent L1ſcourlſes. | 
From the Inſcription of an Altar to the 
Unknown God, which is mentioned by Hea- 


Plulopar.Phi- THCN Authors, as Lacian and Philoftratus and 
ONHrar.at ita 


A»-146.c.2. OtNCrS, he takes occafion ( v. 24. ) to declare 
vP:vani E- Unto them that God, that made the World and 


lacs, 


all things therein. T his firſt Doctrine, though 
admitted by many of his Auditors, 1s'expreſly 
againſt the Fpicureans, who aſcribed the O- 
rigin and Frame of the World not to the 
Power of God, but the fortuitous concourſe 
of Atoms ; and to the Peripateticks, that ſup- 
poſed all things to have been — as 
they 
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they now are, and never to have been made 
at all either by the Deity or without him. 
Which God, ſays he, ſeeing that he is Lord of .. :,. 
Heaven and tarth, dwelleth not in temples made 

with hands , neither is worſhipp'd with men's 

hands as though he needed any thing ſeeing he 

giveth to all Life and Breath, and all things. 

This 1s oppoſed to the Civil and Vulgar Re: 

I:g1on of Athens, which worſhipped God with 
Temples and Sacrifices, as 1t he really needed 
Habication and Suſtenance. And that the 
common Heathens had ſuch a mean appre- 
henſion about the indigency of their Gods, 
appears plainly, to name no more, from A- 
riftophanes's Tlutus. and the Dialogues of Lu- 

cian Bur the Philoſophers were not touch'd 

in this point ; all Parties and Sects, even the 

* Fpicureans forfooth did maintain (77 *T%p%*5 ) + Lucrer. 2 
che ſelf-ſufficiency of the Godhead : and ſel- Zim 
dom or never ſacrificed-at all, unleſs 1n con- #49 
deſcenſion to the Cuſtom of their Country. 

There's a very remarkable paſlage in Tertulli- reru!l. 4p 
an's \pology, Quis enim Philoſophum ſacrificare © 
compellit, &c? It appears from thence, tha: 
the Philoſophers, no leſs than the Chriſtians, 
neglected the Pagan Worſhip and Sacrifices ; 
thoug': what was conniyed at in the one, 
Was 
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was made highly penal and capital in the o- 
ther. And hath made of one Blood all nations 
of men, for to dwell on all the face of the Earth, 
and hath determined the times before appointed, 
and the bound of their habitation. This Do- 
&rine about the beginning of Human Race, 
though agreeable enoug'1 to the Tatonifts 
and Stzoicks, doth apparently thwart the Epicu- 
reans and Ariftotelians : one of whom did 
produce their Primitive Men from meer Ac- 
cident or Mechamiſm ; the other denied that 
Man had any beginning at all, but had crer- 
nally continued thus by Succeſſion and Pro- 
pagation. Neither were the Commonalty of 
Athens unconcern'd in this point. For al- 
though, as we learn from Iſocrates, Demoſthe- 
zes and others of their Countreymen, they 


* t6cras is profeſſed themſelves to be * 54505, Ab- 
moſth. in Eg; OIgINeS , NOL __ by Colonics or 
«6. Cic. 0. otherwiſe from any F 


pro Flacco. X 1 * . 
Euripides, Out Of their own Soll in Attica, and had the 


rreign Nation,but born 


ſame Earth for their Parent, their Nurſe, and 
their Country ; and perhaps ſome * few 
might belieye that all the reſt of Mankind 
were derived from them, and ſo might apply 
and interpret the words ofthe Apoſtle to this 
fooliſh Tradition : yet that conceit was enters 
tain'd 
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cain'd but by a few ; tor they generally al- 
lowed that the Agyptians and Sicilians and Teydiivs. 
ſome others were Aborigines alſo, as well as 
themſelves. Then follow the words of the 

Text, 7 hat they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if haply. SON 
they might feel after him, and find him; though 
he be not far fromevery one of us. For in him 

we live, and move, and have our being. And 

this he confirms by the Authority of a Writer 

that lived above 30o years before, as certain 

alſo of your own Toets have ſaid, For we are 

alſo his Off-ſpring. This indeed was no Argu- 

ment to the Epicurean Auditors, who parti- pluarch. 4: 
cularly had a contempt of and ſpite againſt 24,72,” 
the Poets, becauſe on all occaſions they in- 
troduced the Miniſtery of the- Gods, and 

taught the ſeparate Exiſtence of humane 

Souls : And their Maſter Epiaurus had brag- 

ged, that in all his Writings he had not cited 

one ſingle Authority our of any Book what- Laer:. incite - 
ſoever. But it was of great weight and mo- ** 
ment to the Common People z who held 
the Poets in mighty eſteem and veneration, 
and uſed chem as their Maſters of Morality 
and Religion : and the other Sets of Philo- 
ſophers likewiſe did frequently adorn and 
confirm their Diſcourſes . by Citations out of 
Poets. 
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v. 30,31, 


AQs 14 16. 


Pocts. For as much then as we are the off-ſpring 
of God, we ought not to think that the God- 
head is like unto Gold or Silver, or Stone graven 
by art or man's device. This 1s directly le- 
vell'd againſt the groſs Idolatry of the Vul- 
gar, { for the Philoſophers are not concern d 
in it ) that believed the very Statues of Gold 
and Silver and 'other Materials, to be God, 
and terminated their prayers 1n thoſe Ima- 
gcs .; as I might ſhew trom many paſlages of 
*cripture, from the Apologies of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians, and the Heathen Writers, 
themſelves. And the times of this ignorance 
God winked at, ( the meaning of which is, as 
upon a like occaſion the ſame Apoſtle hath 
expreſſed it,” that in times paſt he ſuffer d 
all Nations to walk in their own ways ) but 
now commandeth every one to repent ; Becauſe he 
hath appointed a day, inthe which he will judge 


. the World in Righteouſneſs, by that man whom 


he bath ordained ; whereof he hath given aſſu- 
rance unto all men, in that he hath raiſed him 
from the dead. Hitherto the Apoſtle had 
never contradicted the opinions of all his 
Hearers at once : ſo that although at every 
part of his Diſcourſe ſome of them might be 
uncaſie and nctled ; yet a moderate ny 
an 
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and attention was ſtill obſerved, becauſe ir 
was agreeable to the notions of the reſt. Bur 
when they heard of the ReſurreAion of the Dead, 
the interruption and clamour became univer- 


fal ; ſo that here the Apoſtle broke off his 


Diſcourſe, and departed from among them.. 33 


What could be the reaſon of this general diſ- 
ſent from the notion of the Reſurrection, ſee: 
ing that almoſt all of them did believe the 
Immortalicy of the Soul ? St. Chryſo/tom hath 
a concelt, that the Arhenians took razor (the 
original word for Reſurrefion) to be preached 
to them as a Goddeſs, and 1n this fancy he is 
followed - by ſome of the Moderns. The 
ground of the conjecture is the 1 8th verſe of 
this Chapter, where ſome ſaid, What will this 
Babler ſay? other ſome, He ſeemeth to be a 
ſetter forth of flrange Gods (5*rw» Szunoviwv, flrange 
Deities, which comprehends both Sexes) be- 
cauſe he preached unto them \no%» x91 Thy arepaony, 
Feſus and-the Reſurreftion. Now, ſay they, it 
could not be ſaid Deities inthe plural num: 
ber, unleſs it be ſuppoſed that «»=-=-+ 1s a 
Goddeſs, as well as Feſus a God. But we know, 
ſuch a permutation of Number 1s frequent 
in all Languages. We have another exam- 


ple of it in the very Text, As certain alſo of * 22. 
B your 
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arari Phan your own Poets have ſaid, For we are alſo his 
* f>,xx5i Off ſpring. And yet the Apoſtle mcant only 
nz 5s nc Aratus the Cilictan, Is Countryman, 1n 
:& 49- whoſe Aſtronomical Pocm this Paſſage is now 
extant. So that although he preached to 
the Athenians Jeſus alone, yer by a common 
mode of ſpeech he nght be called a ſetter 
forth of ſlrange Gods. Tis my opinion, thar 
the general diſtaſte and clamour proceeded 
from a muſtake abour the nature of the Chri- 
ſtian Reſurrection. The word Reſurrection 
(41452601 & 41457474 ) was well enough known 
amongſt the Athenians, as appears at this 
*Hom 1.0. time from * Homer, Aiſchylus and Sophocles 
5 5$1.0vu dx wy . : —"_ 
6c. (fo thatit could hardly poſſibly be imagin'd 
"6. to bea Goddeſs) but it always denoted a re- 
Ave 4, .turning from the State of the Dead to this 


m4 y 41s. 


«12-01 preſent World, to cat and drink and con- 
'arzZ2--yerſe upon the Earth, and ſo after another 
T2, «7% ﬆ5 . X : ; 

arerart. period of Lifeto dic again as before. And 
$opn.KEleara,. 


125 ax Feſtus a Roman ſcems to have had the ſame 
7-7-7. apprehenſions about it. For when he declarcs 
«14,4424 the Caſe of S. Paul his Priſoner to King Agrip- 
-«, my«-pa, he tells him, That the Accufation was 
Oli, * AITULS . . : 
only about certain queſtions of the Jewiſh 
a6 25. 1g, PUPcrſttion ; and of one Fe/us which was dead, 
whom Paul affirmed to be alive. <o that when 


the 
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the Athenians heard him mention the Refur- 
retion of the Dead, which according to their 
acceptation of the word was a contradiction 

tro Common Senſe, and the*Experience of 

all Places and Ages ; they had no patience 

to give any longer attention. His word's /eem- Luk 24 14. 
ed to them as idle tales, as the firſt news of 
our Saviour's Reſurrection did to the Apoſtles 
themſclves. All interrupted and mocked him, 
except a few, that ſeem to have underſtood 
him aright, which ſaid they would hear him 
again of this matter. Juſt as when our Saviour 
ſaid 11 an Allegorical and Myſtical ſenſe, 
Except ye eat the fleſh of the Son of Man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life in you ; the 
Hearers underſtood him literally and grofly. 
1he Fews therefore ſtrove among themſelves, ſay- 
ing, How can this man give us his fleſh to eat ? 
this is a hard ſaying, who can hear it * And from 
that time many of his Diſciples went back, ana © 
walked no more with him. 

I haye now gone through this Excellent 
Diſcourſe of the 4 poſtle, in which- many 
moſt important Truths are clearly and fſuc- 
cin&tly deliver'd ; ſuch as the Exiſtence, 
the Spirituality, and AI-ſufhciency of God, 
the Creation of the World, the _—_— 

B 2 0 


Joh. 6. 53. 


V, 60, 
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of Mankind from one common ſtock accord- 
ing to the Hiſtory of Moſes, the Divine Pro- 
vidence in over-ruling all Nations and Peo- 
ple, thenew Doctrin of Repentance by the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, the Reſurrection of 
the Dead, and the appointed Day of an Uni- 
verſal Judgment. To all which particulars 
by God's permiſſion and afliſtance I ſhall ſay 
fomcthing in duetime. Bur at preſent I have 
confined my felf to that near and intrinſecal 
and convincing Argument of the Being of 
God, which we have from Human Nature it 
ſelf ; and whichappears to be principally here 
recommended by St. Paul inthe words of the 
Text, That they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if haply 
they might feel after him, and find him : though 
he be not far from every one of us ; for in him 
(that 1s by his power) we live, and move, and 
have our being. 

The Propoſition which I ſhall ſpeak to, from 
this Text 1s this: That the very Life and Vi- 
tal Motion and the Formal Efſence and Na- 
ture of Man 1s wholly owing to the Power of 
God: aid that the conſideration of our 
Selves, of our own Souls and Bodies, doth 
directly and nearly conduct ustothe acknow- 
ledgment of his Exiſtence. And 
L. 1 
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t. I ſhall prove, That there 1s an Immate- 
rial Subſtance in us, which we call Soul and 
<pirit, eſfentially diſtint from our Bodies : 
and that this Spirit doth neceſſarily evince the 
Exiſtence of a Supreme and Spiritual Being. 
And 

2. That the Organical Structure of Hu- 
man - Bodies, whereby they are fitted to lrve 
and move,and be vitally informed by the Soul, 
Is unqueſtionably the workmanſhip of a moſt 
wiſe and powerful and beneficent Maker. 
But 1 will reſerve this latter part for the next 
opportunity ; and.my preſent undertaking 
ſhall be this,To evince the Being of God from 
the conſideration of Human Souls. 

( 1. ) And firſt, I fay, there is an Immate- 
rial <ubſtance in us, which we call Soul,cflen- 
tially diſtin&t from our Bodies. I ſhall lay 
this down as felf-evident, that there is ſome- 
thing in our Compoſition, that thinks and ap- 
prehends, and refle&ts and deliberates, de- 
termins and doubts, conſents and denies ; 
that wills, and demurs, and reſolves, and 
chooſes, and rejects ; that receives various ſen- 
ſations and impreſſions from external objects, 
and produces yoluntary mocions of ſeveral 
partsof our Bodics. This cyery man 1s con- 
{cious 
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ſcious of; neither can any one be ſo ſceptical 
2s to doubt of or deny it: that very doubt- 


ing or denying being cach of them mention'd | 


and ſuppoſcd before including ſeveral of 
thereſt in their Idea's and Notions.And in the 
next place 'tis as ſclt-evident, that theſe Fa- 
cultics and Operations of Thinking, and WA. 
ling, and Perceiving mult proceed trom ſome- 
thing or other as their efficient Cauſe : meer 
Nothing being never able ro produce any 
thing at all. Sothat 1f theſe powers of Co- 
gitation, and Volition, and *cnfation, are 
neither inherent in Matter as ſuch, nor acqui- 
rable to Matter by any motion and moditi- 
cation of it; it neccflarily follows, that they 
proceed from ſome cogitative Subſtance,ſome 
incorporeal Inhabitant within us, which we 
call Spirit and <oul. 

( 1.) But firſt, Theſe Faculties of Senſation 
and Perception are not inherent in Matter as 
ſuch. For if it were ſo ; what monſtrous ab- 
ſurdities would follow?Every Stock and Stone 
would be a percipient and rational Creature. 
We ſhould have as much feeling upon the 
clipping off a Hair, asthe cutting of a Nerve. 
Or rather, as Men, thatis, a complex Being 
compounded of many vital parts, we _ 

avec 


by 
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have no feeling nor perception at all. For 
every ſingle Atom of our Bodies would be a 
diſtin&t *nimal,enducd with ſelt- conſciouſneſs 
and perſonal ſenſation of 11s own Aid a 
great number of ſuch living and thinking 
Particles could not poſſibly by their mutual 
contact and preſſing and (triking compoſe one 
greater individual Animal, with one Mind 
and Underſtanding, and a vital Conſenſton of 
the whole Body : any more than a ſwarm of 
Bees, or a crowd of Mcn and Women can be 
conceived to make up one particular Living 
Creature, compounded and conſtituted of the 
aggregate of them all. 

( 2.) Ir remains therefoce, ſecondly, that 
ſeeing Matter in general, as Matter , has 
not any Senſation or Thought ; - if. it have 
them at all, they nauſt- be the reſult of ſome 
Modification of it: it *muſt acquirethem by 
ſome Organical Diſpoſition ; by ſuchand ſuch 
deternunace Motions, by the action and re- 
action of one Particle upon another. And 
this. is the Opinion of cycry Atheiſt and coun- 
terfeir Deſt of theſe times, that beheves there 
1s no <ubſtance but Matter ; and excludes all 
1incorporcal Nature out of the number of Bc- 
10gs. 

Now 
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Now to g1ve a clearer and fuller confuta- 
tion of this Atheiſtical Aflertion, I will pro- 
cecd in this method. 

i. Firſt I will give a true Notion and Idea 
of Matter z whereby it will appear that it has 
no inherent Faculty of Senſe and Perception. 

2. I will prove, .that no particular Species 
of Matter, as the Brain and Animal *pirir, 
hath any power of *enſceand Perception. 

3. I will ſhew, that Motion in general ſu- 
peradded to Matter cannot produce any Senſe 
and Perception. 

4. I will demonſtrate, .that no Deternu- 

nate Motion, as of the Animal Spirit through 
Muſcles and Nerves, can beget Senſe and Per- 
ception. 
. &s. Iwill evince, that no Action and Per- 
cuſſion of the Animg] Spirit, one Particle a- 
gainſt another, -can create any Senſe and Per- 
Ception. 


6. I will anſwer the Atheiſt's Argument of | 


matter of Fact and Experience 1n Brute Beaſts; 
which, ſay they, arc allowed to be meer Mat- 
ter, and yet haye ſome degree of Senſe and 
Perception. h 
And firſt, I will give a true Notionand Idea 
of Matter ; whereby it will appear _ it 
as 
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has noinherent Faciilty of Senſe and Percep- 
tion. AndTI willofter no other, but what all 
competent Judges, and even Atheiſts them- 
ſelves do allow of ; and which being part of 
the Epicurean and Democritean Philoſophy 
is providentially one of the beſt Antidotes a- 
gainſt their other impious Opinions: as the 
Oil of Scorpions 1s ſaid to be againſt the poi- 
ſon of their ſtings. When we frame in our 
minds any notion of Matter, we conceive no- 
thing clſe bu2 Extention and Bulk;which is im- 
penctrable and diviſible and paſſive: by which 
three properties 15 underſtood, that any parti- 
cular quantity of Matter doth hinder all o- 
ther from intruding intoits place, till it ſelf 
be removed out of it; thatit may bedivided 
and broken into numerous parts of different 
ſ1zes and figures, whichby various ranking 
and diſpoling may produce an immenſe d1- 
verſity of Surfaces and Textures ; that if 1t be 
once bereaved of Motion, it cannot of itſelf 
acquire 1tagaln, nor tyll it be thruſt or ſtruck 
by ſome other Body from without, or ( fay 
we, though not the Atheiſt ) be intrinſecally 
moved by an immateral ſelf-a&tive Subſtance, 
that can penetrate and pervade it. Wherefore 
in the whole Nature and Idca of Matter, we 
C have 
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have nothing but Magnitude, and Figure,and 
Situation, and a Capacity of being moved 
and divided. So that no parts of Matter 
conlider'd by themſelves, are cither hot or 
cold, cither white or black. either bitter or 
ſweer, or betwixt the extremes. All che va- 
rious Mixtures and Conjugations of Atoms do 
beget nothing but new inward Texture, and 
alteration of Surface. No ſenſible Qualities, 
as Lighr, and Colour, and Heat, and Sound, 
can be ſubſittent in the Bodies themſelves ab- 
ſolutely conſider'd, without a relacion to our 
Eyes, and Fars, and other Organs of Senſe. 
Theſe Qualiticsare only the effects of our 
Senſation, which ariſe from the different mo- 
tions upon our Nerves from objects withour., 
according to their various modification and 
poſition. For example, when pellucid colour- 
leſs Glaſs, or Water, by being beaten into a 
powder or froth, do acquire a very intenſe 
whiteneſs ; what can we imagin to be produ- 
ced in the Glaſs or Water, but a new diſpo- 
ſition of parts ? Nay an objc&t under the {clf- 
ſame diſpoſitionand modification, when 'ris 
viewed by us under differing proportions, 
doth repreſent very differing colours, withour 
any change at all m it felt. For that fame 
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opake, white Powder of Glaſs, when 'tis ſeen 
through a good Microſcope, dothexhibit all 
its little fragments pellucid and colourleſs ; 
as the whole appear'd to thenaked eye, be- 
fore 1t was pounded. So that Whiteneſs, and 
Redneſs, and Coldneſs, and the like, are only 
Ideas and Vital Paſſions in #s that ſee and 
teel : but can no more be conceived to be real 
and diſtin&t Qualitics in the Bodies themſclves; 
than Roſes or Honey can be thought to ſmell 
or taſte their own Sweetneſs, or an Organ be 
conſcious to its Muſick, or Gun-powder to 
its Flaſhing and Noiſc. 

Thus far then we have proved, and 'cis a- 
greed on all hands, that in our conception of 
any quantity of Body, there isnothing bur 
Figure and Site, and a Capacity of Motion, 
either of the Whole, or the 1nſenſible Parts. 
Which Motion, if it be actually imprefled up- 
on it, doth only cauſe a new Order and Con- 
texture of parts : ſo that all the Idea's of ſenſi- 
ble Qualities are not inherent in the inanimate 
Bodies ; but are the effects of their Motion 
upon . our Neryes, and ſympatherical and vi- 
tal Paſſions produced within our ſelves. 

2. Our Second enquiry muſt be; what it'1s 
in the conſtitution and compoſition of a Man, 

C 2 that 
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that hath the Faculty of forming ſuch Idea's ; 
what .is that Principle of Life and <elf-activi- 
ty and Reaſon within us, thar pertorms thoſe 
higher operations of Cogitation, and Appe- 
tite and Will. Let us carry in our minds 
this true notion of Body in general, and ap- 
ply it to our own Subſtance; and obſerve 
what Prerogatives this Rational Machin {as 
the Atheiſts would make us to be) can chal- 
lenge above other parcels of Matter. We 
obſerve then in this underſtanding piece of 
Clock-work ; that his Body, as well as other 
ſenſJeſs Matter, has colour , and warmth, 
and ſoftneſs, and the like. But we have pro- 
ved it before, and 'tis acknowledged ; - that 
theſe Qualities are not ſubſiſtent in thoſe Bo- 
dies, but are opcrations of Fancy begotten 1n 
ſomething elſe. So that 'tis: not Blood and 
Bones, that can be conſcious of their own 
hardneſs and redneſs : and we are ftill to ſeck 
for ſomething ce in our. Frame and Make, 
chat muſt receive theſe impreſſions. Will 
they ſay that theſe Idea's are performed by the 
Brain ? But the difficulty returns upon them 
again: for we perceive that the like qualities 
of ſoftneſs, whiteneſsand warmth, do belong 
to the Brain itſelf; and ſeeing the mm 1s 
oft 
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but Body, thoſe Qualities (as we have ſhewn) 
cannot be inherent in ir, bur are the Paſſions 
of ſome other Subſtance without ir. Therefore 
che Brainis not that nature, which unagins 
thoſe qualinies of 1t ſelf. 


But they may ſay, 'cis not the Groſs Sub- 
ſtance of the Brain that cauſes Perception ; 
but the Animal Spirit,and infen{ible Particles, 
that have their rendevouz there, and are de- 
void of thoſe qualities, becauſe they never fall 
under our Senſes by reaſon of their minute- 
- neſs. But we conceive,that every one of theſe 
alſo hath a determinate figure : they are 
Spheres, or Cubes. or Pyramids, or Cones, or 
of ſome ſhape or other chat is irregular and 
nameleſs ; and all theſe are but Modes and 
Aﬀections of Magnitude ; and the Idca's of 
ſuch Modes can no more be ſubſiſtent 1n the 
Atoms ſo modificd, than the Idea of Redneſs 
was juſt now found to be inherent in the 
Blood,or that of Whitcneſs in the Brain And 
what relation or' affinity is there between a 
minute Body and Cogitation, any-more than 
the greateſt ? Is a ſmall drop of Rain any wt 
ſer than the Occan? or do. we: grind inani- 
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My very Nails, or niy Hair, or the Horns 
and Hoots of a Beaſt may bid as fair for Un- 
derſtanding and Senſe, as the fineſt Animal 
Spirit of the Brain. 

3. But Thirdly, they will ſay, "tis not the 
Bulk and Subſtance of the: Animal ©pirir, but 
ics Motion and Agility that produce Intellect: 
on and Senſe. It then Motion in general, or 
any degree of its velocity can beget Cogitati- 
on ; ſurely a Ship under Sail muſt be a moſt 
intelligent Creature ; though while ſhe lics at 
Anchor, thoſe Faculties be afleep : fome cold 
Water or Ice may be phlegmatick and ſenſc- 
leſs ; but whenit boils in a Kettle, it has won- 
derful Heats of Thinking and Fbullitions of 
Fancy. Nay the whole corporeal Maſs, all 
the brute and ſtupid Matcer of the Univerfe 
muſt upon theſe terms be allowed to haye 
Life and Underſtanding : ſecing that there is 
nothing that we know of, in a {tateof abſo- 
lute Reſt. Thoſe things that ſeem to be fo 
upon the ſurface of the Earth,are daily wheel'd 
about 1ts Axis, and ycarly about the Sun with 
a prodigious ſwiftneſs. 

4. Bur Fourthly they will ſay, tisnot Moti 
on 1n general.that can do theſe fcats of Senſati- 
on and Perception ; bur a particular fort = It, - 
tnat 
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that is made in an Organized Body through 
the determinate Roads and Chanels of Muſ- 
cles and Nerves. Bur, I pray, among all 
the kinds of Motion, whether dire, orcir- 
cular, or parabolical, or in what curve they 
pleaſe; what pretence can one make to Think- 
ing and Liberty of Will, more than another? 
Why donot theſe perſons make a Diagram 
of theſe cogitative Lines and Angles; and de- 
mon(trate their Propercies of Perception and 
Appetite, as plainly as we know the other pro- 
perties of Triangles and Circles ? Bur how 
little can any Motion,cither circular or other, 
contribute to the production of Thought ? 
No ſuch Motion of the ſame Atom can be all 
of it exiſtent at once ; 1t muſt needs be made 
gradually and ſucceſſively both as go place 
and time: ſeeing that Body cannot at the 
ſame inſtant be in more places than one. 
So that at any inſtant of timethe moving A- 
tom 1s but in one {ingle point of the Line. 
Therefore all but char one point 1s either fu- 
ture or paſt ; and no other parts are cocxiſtent 
or contemporary with it. Now what is not 
preſent, is nothing at all, and can be the cth- 
cient of nothing. <o that 1t Motion be the 
cauſe of Thought; then Thought muſt be 
produced 
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produced by one ſingle Panfum of Motion 
with relation to time as well as place. And 
ſuch a Punftum to our Conceptions 15 almoſt 
equivalent ro Permanency and Reſt, or ar 
leaſt to any other Punfum of all Motion 
whatſoeyer. What then is become of the pri- 
vilege of that organical Motion of the Ani- 
mal Epirit above any other? gain, we have 
ſhewn, that this circular and other Votion is 
bur the ſucceſſive Flux of an tom, and is ne- 
yer exiſtent together ; and indecd is a pure 
Fns Rationis, an operation of the Soul, which 
conſidering paſt motion and tuture, and re- 
colle&ting the whole by the Memory and Fan- 
cy, calls this by one denomination and that 
by another. How then can that Motion be 
the cfficient of Thought, which 3s evidently 
the Effet and the Product of it ? 

5. But Fifthly they will ſay farther, (which 
s their laſt refuge) that 'tis not Motion alone, 
orunder this or that Determinarion,that pro- 
. duceth Cogitation ; but when it falls out that 
numerous Particles of Matter, aptly diſpoſed 
and directed, do interfere in their Motions, 
and ſtrike and knock one another ; this is it 
which begets our Senſation. *.Il the active 
Power and Vigor of the Mind, our Facultics 
of 
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of Reaſon, Imagination and Will are the 
wonderful reſult of this mutual Occurſe, this 
Pulſion and Repercuſſion of roms. Juſt a 

We experience itin the Flint and the Steel; you 
may move them a-part as long as you pleaſe, 
to very little- purpoſe : but 'ris the Hitting 
and Colliſion of them that muſt make them 
{trike Fire. You may remember i have prov- 
ed betore, that Light and Heat, and the reſt 
of choſe Qualities, arc not ſuch Paſſions inthe 
Bodics, as we perceive in our ſelves. So that 
this ſmiting of the Steel with the Flint doth 
only make a Comminution and a very rapid 
Whuirling and Melting of ſome Particles : but 
that Idea of Flame 1s wholly in zs. But what 


| a ſtrange and miraculous thing ſhould we 


count 1t, if the Flint and the Steel, inſtead of 
a few ſparks, ſhould chance to knock out De- 
finitions and Syllogiſms ? . and yet it's alto- 
gether as reaſonable, as this ſortiſh opinion 
of the Atheiſts ; That dead ſenſeleſs atoms 
can ever juſtle and thump one another into 
Life and Underſtanding. All that can be et- 
fected by ſuch &icounters of Atoms , is ci- 
ther the imparting or receiving of Motion, 
or a new determination and direction of its 
Courſe. Matter, when it a&ts upon Matter, 
D can 
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car: communicate nothing but Motion; and 
that we have ſhew'd before to be utterly un- 
able to produce thoſe Operations of our 
Minds. And again, how can that Concuſſi- 
on of Atoms be capableot begetting thoſe 
intrinſecal and vital Aﬀections, that Self-con- 
ſciouſneſs and other Powers and Encrgics 
chat we feel in our Minds : ſeeing they only 
ſtrike upon the outward Surfaces ; they can 
not inwardly peryade one another ; they 
cannot haveany Penetration of Dimenſions 
and Conjunction of Subſtance. Bur, it may 
be, that theſe Atoms of theirs may have it 
in them, bur they arc refractary and ſullen ; 
and therefore, like Men of the ſame Tem- 
pers, muſt be bang'd and buffcted into Rea- 
ſon. And indeed that way of Argumenta- 
tion would be moſt proper and effectual 
upon theſe Atheiſtical Atonuſts themſelves. 
'Tis a vigorous Execution of good Laws, 
and not rational Diſcourſes only, cither neg- 
leted or not underſtood, that muſt reclame 
the profanencſs of thoſe perycrſe and unrea- 
ſonable Men. For what can be ſaid more to 
ſuch perſons, that are cither ſodiſingenuous 
or fo ſtupid, as to profeſs to belieye ; That 
all the.natural Powers and acquired Habits 
of 
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of the Mind, that penetrating Underſtanding 
and accurate Judgment, that ſtrength of 
Memory and readineſs of Wit, that Libera- 
lity and Juſtice and Prudence and Magnani- 
mity, that Charity and Beneficence to Man- 
kind, that ingenuous Fear and awful Loye 
of God, that comprehenſive Knowledge of 
the Hiſtories and Languages of ſo many 
Nations, that experienced Inſight into the 
works and wonders of Nature, that rich Vein 
of Poctry and inexhauſted Fountain of Elo- 
quence, thoſe lofry Flights of Thought and 
almoſt intuinve Perception of abſtruſe Not 
ons, thoſe cxalted Diſcoveries of Mathema- 
tical Theorems and Divine Contemplations ; 
all theſe admirable Endowments and Capaci- 
ties of Human Narure, which we ſometimes 
ſee actually exiſtent in one and the ſame 
Perſon, can proceed from the blind ſhuffling 
and caſual claſhing of Atoms. I could as 
caſily take up with that ſenſeleſs afſertion of 
the Stoicks, That Vertues and Vices and Scien- 


Appetites are all of themreal Bodies and d1- 
tin& animals ; as with this of the Acheilt, 
That they can all bederived from the Power 


of meer Bodies. 'Tis utterly incredible and 
D 2 impoſſt- 
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impoſſible ; and we cannot without indigna- 
tion go about torefute ſuch an abſurd imagt- 
nation, ſuch a groſs contradiction to unpre- 
judiced Reaſon. And yetit the Atheiſts had 
not been driven from all their poſts and their 
ſubrerfuges ; if we had not purſued their A- 
toms throughall their turnings and windings, 
their cells and receſles, their interferings and 
juſtlings ; they would haye boaſted, that they 
could not be anſwer'd; with an arrogant ſcorn 
and a mighty flutter and triumph. 

Nay though they are ſo miſerably con- 
founded and baffled, and can offer no fur- 
ther Explication of the Cauſe and the Man- 
ner ; yctthey wall, *ixthly, urge matter of 
Fact and Experience, that meer Body may 
produce Cogitation and Senſe. Fer, fay 
they, do but obſerve the actions of ſome 
Brutes, how nearly they approach to Hu- 
man Reaſon, and vilibly diſcover ſome 
glimpſes of Underſtanding : and if that be 
performed by the pure Mechaniſin of their 
Bodics (as many do allow, who yet belieyc 
the Being of God, and an immaterial Spirir 
in Man ) then 'tis but raiſing our Concepti- 
ons and ſuppoſing Mankind to be Engines of 
a finer Make and Contexturc, and the buſi- 
nels 
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neſs 1s done. ] muſt confeſs, that the Car- 
tefians and ſome others, men that have gi- 
ven no occaſion to be” ſuſpected of Irreli- 
g10n, have aſſerted that Brutes are mcer Ma- 
chins and Automata. 1 cannot now engage 
in the Controverſie, neither 1s there any ne- 
ceſlity to do ſo; for Religionis not endan- 
ger'd by either opinion. It Bruteshaye im- 
material <ouls, they'll ſay, then they muſt 
be cither anmhilated, or immortal. This 
objection ſuppoſeth the Being of God : and 
God can as cafily annihilate as create. Or , 
if they be immortal, what need we be con- 
cerned about 1t? 'tis only by the good plea- 
ſure of their Maker, who doth all things for 
the beſt. And 1t they be bare Engines and 
Machins, I admire and adore the divine Arti 
fice and Skill in ſuch a wonderful contrivance. 
But I ſhall deny then, that they have any 
Reaſon or Senſe ; 1f they be nothing but 
Matter. Onumpotence it ſelf cannot cr-ate 
cogitative Body. And 'tis not any 1mper- 
fection in the Power of God, but an 1nca- 
pacity 1n the Subject : the Idea's of Matter 
and Thought are abſolutely incompatible. 
And this the Carteſians themſelves: do allow. 
Do but conyince them, that Brutes have the 
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leaſt participation of Thought, or Will, or 
Appetite, or Senſation or Fancy ; and they'll 
readily retract their Opinion. For none, but 
beſotred Atheiſts, do join the two Notions 
cogether, and believe Brutes to be Rational 
or Senſitive Machins. They are either the 
one or the other ; either enduzd with Senfe 
and ſome glimmering -Rays of Reaſon from 
a higher Principle than Matter ; or ( as the 
Carteſians ſay ) they are purely Body, devoid 
of all Senſation and Lite : and, like the Idols 
of the Gentiles, they have eyes, and ſee not ; 
ears, and hear not ; noſes, and ſmell not : they 
cat without hunger, and drink without thurſt, 
and how! without pain. T hey perform the 
outward material actions ; but they have no 
inward Self-confciouſneſs, nor any more Per- 
ception of what they do or ſuffer; than a 
Looking Glaſs has of the Objects it reflects, 
or the Index of a Watchof the Hour it points 
to. And as one of thoſe Watches, when it 
was firſt preſented to the Emperor of China, 
was taken there for an Animal: ſo on the 
contrary, our Carteſians take Brute Animals 
for a ſort of Watches For, conſidering the 
mfinite diſtance betwixt the poor mortal Ar- 
tiſt , and the almighty Opificer ; the few 
| W heels 
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Wheels and Motions of a Watch, and the 
innumerable Springs and Organs in the Bo. 

dies of Brutes; they may afhrm ( as they 

think, without either abſurdity or impiety ) 

that they are nothing but moving Automata, 

as the fabulous * Statues of Daedalus, bercav- * vie zene 
ed of all true Life and vital Sznſation; which {327 23 
never act ſpontaneouſly and freely, but as ®*;zui-- 
Watches mult be wound up to ſet them a- ##, ture: 
going ; ſo their Motions alſo arc excited and #33. 
inhibited, are moderated and managed by the 


Objects without them. 


( 2. ) And now that I have gone through 
the {ix parts thac I propoſed, and ſufficiently 
ſhewn that cenſe and Perception can never be 
the product of any kind of Matter and Mo- 
cion ; 1t remains therefore, that 1t muſt ne- 
ceſlarily p:occed from ſome Incorporeal Sub- 
ſtance within us. And though we cannot 
conceive the manner of the Soul's Action 
and Paſſion; nor what Hold it can lay on 
the Body, when ic voluntarily moves 1it : 
yet we are as certain, that it doth fo, as of 
any Mathemarnical Truth. whatſoever ; or at 
leaſt of ſuch as are proved from the Impoſſt- 
bility or Abſurdity of the contrary , which 
notwith- 
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notwithſtanding are allowed for infallible 
Demonſtrations. Why one motion of the 
Body begets an Idea of Pleaſure in the Mind, 
and another of Pain, and others of the other 
Senſes ; why ſuch a diſpoſition of the Body 
induceth Sleep, another diſturbs all the ope- 
rations of the Soul, and occaſions a Lethar- 
gy or Frenzy ; this Knowledge exceeds our 
narrow Faculties, and 1s out of the reach of 
our diſcovery. I diſcern ſome excellent Fi 
nal Cauſes of ſuch a vital Conjunction of 
Body and Soul ; but the [Inſtrumental I know 
not, nor what inviſible Bands and Fetters 
unite them together. I reſolve all that into 
the ſole Pleaſure and Fiat of our Omnipo- 
tent Creator : whoſe Exiſtence ( which is my 
laſt Point) is ſo plainly and nearly deducible 
from the Eſtabliſhed proof of ai: Immaterial 
Soul ; that no wonder the reſolved Atheiſts 
do fo labour and beſtir themſclves to fetch 
Senſe and Perception out of the Power of 
Matter. I will diſpatch it in three words. 
For ſccing we have ſhewn, that there is an 
Incorporeal Subſtance within us : whence 
did that proceed, and how came it into Be- 
ing ? Ir did not c»iſt from all Eternity, that's 
too abſurd:to be ſuppoſed ; nor could it 
Come 
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come our of Nothing into Being without 
an Efhicient Caule, Something therefore 
muſt have created our Souls out of Nos 
thing ; and that Something ( ſeeing Nothjug 
can give more than it has) mult i /elf have 
all che Perfeftions, that it hath given to 
them. There is therefore an Immaterial and 
Intelligent Being that created our Souls : 
Which Being was either .Eternal it ſelf, or 
Created immediately or ultimately by ſome 
other Eternal, that hath all choſe Perfe&tions 
There is therefore Originally an Eternal, Im- 


material, Intelligent Creator ; all which roge- 


ther are the Attribute of God alone, 


And now that I have finiſhed all the Parts, 
which I propoled to Diſcourſe of ; I will 
conclude all with a ſhort Application to the 
Atheiſts. And I would adviſe them, as a 
friend, to leave off this dabbling and ſmat- 
tering in Philoſophy, this ſhuffling and cur- 
ting with Atoms, Itnever ſucceeded well 
with them, and they. always come off with 
the loſs. Their old Maſter Fpicurus ſeems 
to have had his Brains ſo muddled and con- 


founded with them, that he ſcarce eyer kept 
E in 
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in the right way; though che Math Maxim 
of his P-i!ofopiy was, To truſt to his Sen- 


ont Lett notice of iis doting conceit, That the Son 
Lure” 45 and Moon are no bigger, than they appear 
1. 4646-2" the Eye, a foot or halt a yard over ; and 
that the Stars are no larger, than ſo many 
Glow-Worms. Bur let us ſee how he mana- 
ges his Atoms, thoſe Almighty Tools that 
do every thing of themlelves without the 
help of a Workman. When the Atoms 
1 ( fays he) deſcend in infinite ſpace ( very in- 
ucret. l. 2. 4 R 
Cic. de Fao geniouſly ſpoken, tro make High and Low 
own, in Infinity ) they do not fall plumb down, 
Plurre®. © Lt decline a little from the Perpendicular, 
either Obliquely or in a Curve : And this 
Declination ( ſays he ) from the dire& Line 
is the cauſe of our Liberty of Will. But, 1 
ſay, this Declination of Atoms in their De- 
ſcent, was it ſelf either neceſſary or volun- 
tary. If it was neceſſary, how then could 
that Neceſſity ever beget Liberty ? If it was 
voluntary , then Atoms had that Power of 
Volition before : And what becomes then of 
the Epicurian Do&rine of the fortuitous Pro- 
duftion of Worlds ? The whole buſineſs 
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is Contradiction and ridiculous Nonſenſe. 
'Tis as if one ſhould ſay, that a Bowl equal- 
ly poiſed, and thrown upon a plain and 
{mooth Bowling-Green, will run neceſla- 
rily and fatally in a Dire& Motion : Bur it 
it be made with a Bayas, that may decline 
it a little from a ſtraight Line, ic may ac- 
quire by that Motion a Liberty of Will, 
and fo run ſpontaneouſly to the Jack. Ic 
would behove the Atheiſts to give over 
fuch trifling as this, and reſume the old ſo- 
lid way of confuring Religion. They ſhould 
deny the Being of the Soul, be they 
cannot ſee it. This would be an Invincible 
Argument againſt us : For we can never ex- 
hibit it to their Touch, nor expole it to 
their View z; nor ſhew them the Colour and 
Complexion of a Soul. They ſhould diſ- 
pute, as a bold Brother of theirs did , That 
he was ſure there was no God, Becaule ( ſays 
he ) if there was one, he would have ſtruck 
me to Hell with Thunder and Lightning, 
that have ſo reviled and and blaſphemed him. 
This would be an Objection indeed. Alas, 
all that we could anſwer, is in the next words 


to the Text, That God bath appointed a day 
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m Which he will judge all the world m Righte- 


ouſneſs; and that the Godneſs and Forbearance 
and Long-ſuffering of God, which are ſome of 
his Attributes , and Eflential PerfeCtions- of 
his Bemg , ought - not to be abuſed and per- 
verted into arguments againſt his Being. Bur 
if this will not do, we muſt yield our ſelves 
overcome : For we neither can, nor deſire 
tro command fire to come down from Feaven 
and conſume them; and give them ſuch ex- 
perimental Conviction of the Exiſtence of 
God. So that they ought to take theſeMe- 
thods, if they would fuccelsfully attack Re- 
ligion. Bur if they will ſtill be medling 
with Atoms, be hammering and ſqueezing 
Underſtanding out of them ; I would ad- 
viſe them to make uſe of their own Under- 
ſtanding for the inſtance. Nothing, in my opi- 
nion, could run us down more, effeQually 
than that. For we readily allow, that if any 
Underſtanding can poſſibly be produced by 
ſuch claſhing of ſenſeleſs Aroms ; *ris that of 
an Atheiſt, that hath the faireſt Pretenſions 
and the beſt Title to'it. We know, who 
It is, that hath ſaid in bu Feart , there is no 
God, And *tis no tels a Truth than a Para- 
dox, That there are no greater Fools, than 


Arhe- 
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Atheiftical Wits ; and none fo credulous as 
Infidels, No Article of Religion, though as 
demonſtrable as the Nature of the thing 
can admit, hath credibility enough for 
them. And yer theſe ſame cautious and 
quick-{1ghted Gentlemen can wink. and 
ſwallow down this fottiſh Opinion about 
Percipient Atoms ; which exceeds in Incre- 
dibility all the Fiftions of Aop's Fables, 
For is it not every whit as likely or more, 
That Cocks and Bulls might diſcourſe, and 
Hinds and Panthers hold Conferences about 
Religion, as that Atoms can do fo ? Can 
invent Arts and Sciences, can inſtitute So- 
ciety and Government, 'can make Leagues 
and Confederacies, can deviſe Methods of 
Peace and Stratagems of War ? And more- 
over, The Modeſty of Mythology delerves 
to be commended. The ſcenes there are 
laid at a diſtance ; 'Tis once upon a time, 
in the Days of Yore, and in the Land of 


Htopia,. there was a Dialogue betweeen an 


? Oak and a Cedar: whereas the Atheiſt is 


ſo impudently filly, as to bring the Farce 
| of his Atoms upon the Theatre of the pre- 
ſent Age ; to make dull ſenſeleſs Matter 
tranl- 
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cranſa&t all publick and private affairs, by 

Sea and by Land, in Houſes of Parliament, 

and Cloſets of Princes. Can any Credu- 

lity be comparable to this ? It a Man 

ſhould affirm, That an Ape caſually meet- 

ing with Pen, Ink, and Paper, and falling 

ro ſcribble, did happen to write exact] 

the Leviathan of Thomas Flobbes : Would 

an Atheiſt believe ſuch a ſtory ? And yer he 

can ealily digeſt as incredible as that ; That 

the innumerable Members of a Human 

Body, which in the Style of the Scripture | 

Plal, 139.16, are all written in the Book of God, and may 
admit of almoſt infinite Varations and 
Tranſpoſitions above the Four and twenty 
Letters of the Alphabet, were at firſt for- 
tuitouſly ſcribbled, and* by meer accident 
compadted into this beautiful, and noble 
and moſt wonderfully uſefull Frame, which 
we now fee it carry, But this will 
be the Argument of my next Diſcourſe , 

which is the Second Propoſition drawn | 

from the Text, that the Almirable Stru- | 

ture of Human Bodies , whereby they are | 

fitted to live and move, and be vitally in- | 

formed by the Soul, is unqueſtionably the 

. Work- 
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Workmanſhip of a moſt wiſe and power- 
full and benefic ent Maker : 7o which Al- 
mighty Creator, together with Son and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory and Ma- 
jefly and Power both now and from benceforth 
evermore, Amen. 
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